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1« As is well taiown, all information pertaining to tonnage tlfanspoited in 
the USSR is classified secret and in certain cases even top secret, 

/ ccasionally^ however.^ it^ is possible to arrive at a good estimate by using 
indirect methods. Such an opportunity is offered by an article, written 
^ P. Sukhorukov, an engineer, for Morskoy Plot , the organ of the Ministry of 
Fleet, See Mo 11, November 1951, p 32-55, In this article, 
entitled ''Econony Drive for Fuel and Lubricants"- (Za. Ekonomiyu Topliva i 
Smaskily SrOdiorukoy gives certain percentage data on the saving of fuels 
and lubricants achieved by the Soviet Merchant Fleet during the 1950 50X1 -HUM 

caBipaign. On the basis of these data, | \-khti tefcal 

tonnage of cargo transported by the Soviet Merchant Fleet in 1950 was abdut 
5o million tons, 

2, The data presented by Engineer Sukhorukov are as follows: 

In 1950 the Soviet Merchant Fleet fulfilled its transportation plan 105,5 

time it consumed 1.6? per cent less fuel than 
provided for in' the plan. Since the transport plan was over-fulfilled 
by 5,5 per cent, the total fuel econony was 7,2 per cent (1,6? + 5,5), which 
Mpr^ents a value of 19,7 million rubles. This saving in f del has permitted 
the fleet to transport 900 thousand extra tons of cargo in 1950, 
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Starting from the figures given Ijy Sulchor^ov,L ^ 

calculations by two methods to arrive at the total or 50^ 
million tohs. The first niethOd is based on the fuel saving, ' ^ 

the second on the ruble saving. The details are as follows 1 

(a) If 1.67 per cent of Sitvlng ln fuel permitted the msr- ',4. 
chant fleet to transport 0.9 million extra tons, of ewf##": 

100 per cent of authorised fuel, fully dsed, resulted 
in the transport of 55 fllllon 'tons of cargo. ^ 

(100 X 0.9 - 55 Million). To this figure must be added tm 

900 thousand tons transported on the savings aohlevedi • 
which gives a total very olose to 56 million tons, 

(b) The economy of 7.2 pef eSht of the fuel eesl8»«$ the^ 
plan to the Merchant Pleat has saved the US 9 R 19.7 

rubles, this means that 1,67 per cent.of ftiei- hes^th* 56x1 -HUM 
v#,lue of 4.6 million rubles ( 19.7 x 1.67 a 4,6 a»llll0»)i 


At the average price of fuel (coal, mazut, Diesel oil), of 
200 rubles per tOn,'the actual saving In fuel swountOd to 
0,023 million tons (4,6 million rubles divided by 200 
rublefi e,o,ual 0.023 million tons). Now, If 1.67 per cent 
of fuel represent 0.023 million' tons, lOO per cent NOttld 
Xbe 1.4 million tons of fuel as provided by the plan for 1950, 

(G.023 X 100 .1.4 million) . Finally if O.023 million tons 

' ' 

of fuel used' resulted in the transport of 0,9 million extra 
tons of cargo, 1 .4 million tons of fuel were used for^the . 
transport of 55 million tons of cargo, ( 1,4 x 0,9 ■ 99 

0.023 - 50X1-HUM 

rallllori). add to these 55 million tons the 0,9 - ' , 

million tons trans ported on the fuel which was saved, 
^approximately 56 million tons. This 
I'lgure represenuB the total amount of cargo transported 
by the Soviet Merchant Fleet In 1950. 


1 ^ The caloulatlons madel 


of percentages given by a Soviet engineer 
publication may appear somewhat strange t 
It maty be added thatj^ I based| 


inTa 


J on the basis 
ssmi -official 
^ sconwRlsts, 


50X1 -HUM* 


„ fbn the stats- 

men't made In the article that 7*2' per cans or economy in fuel 
represented 19.7 rubles. The editor assumes no rssponslbility 
as to the accuracy or; value of suob calculations bsyond the f dot 
that they evidently make sense to a Soviet engin eer who h as 
dealt personally with plans and perosntage^ 
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